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Central Intelligence Agency

Washington. D.C. 20505
DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE

27 April 1983

SOVIET WEAPON DESIGNERS DENOUNCE PRESIDENT'S ABM INITIATIVE

Summary

More than two hundred Soviet scientists signed a letter in
the New York Times denouncing the President's ABM initiative of
23 March. The scientiste denied that an effective ABM system
could be created and declared themselves convinced that nuclear
disarmament ie the only way to attain real security. We doubt
that this reflects the true feelings of many of the scientists,
since the list of szgnatorws 18 an extraordinarily complete
"mogues gallery" of Soviet designers and scientists doing advanced
strategic weapong research. The scientists decry the very activity
for vhich they are responsible in the USSR; indeed, several are
involved in developing precisely the types of BMD systems they
denounce the President for advocating. In light of these facts,
it 1& difficult to see the letter as other than a particularl
hypoeritical and self-serving example of Soviet propaganda. ) 25X1

This memorandum was internally initiated in the Office of Scientific
and Weapons Research (OSWR). It was prepared by| | OSWR. 25X1
This paper has been coordinated with the Office of Soviet Analysis and
NIO/USSR. Comments and enquiries are welcome and may be addressed to the
Chief, Developmental Programs Branch, OSWR,‘ ‘ 25X1
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In a letter in the New York Times of 22 April, a large group of
Soviet scientists denounced the creation of new ballistic missile
defense (BMD) systems as called for in President Reagan”s televised
speech of 23 March. The Soviets, ““basing ourselves on the knowledge
which we as scientists have, and proceeding from our understanding of
the very nature of nuclear weapons,... declare in all responsibility
that there are no effective defensive means in nuclear war, and their
creation is practically impossible.”” Moreover, the scientists assert
that the purpose of a BMD system cannot be truly defensive, because
““Such a “defensive” weapon offers practically nothing to a country that
is the target of a sudden massive attack, as it is apparently unable to
protect the overwhelming majority of its population.””

L

They conclude by stating that ““every scientist should honestly and
clearly, guided by his knowledge and his conscience, declare where the
world should go — in the direction of creating new types of strategic
weapons, which increase the danger of a mutually destructive conflict,
or along the path of curbing the arms race and, subsequently, leading to
disarmament. This is the historical moral duty of scientists to
humankind. On our part, we are firmly convinced, and this conclusion
has been made on the basis of a strict scientific analysis of all
aspects of the problem that nuclear disarmament is the only way in which
the states and peoples can ensure true security.’w

‘it is doubtless
true that many of the signatories have considerable ““understanding of
the very nature of nuclear weapons.”” What is less apparent, however, is
their commitment to turning away from creating new types of strategic
weapons and onto the ““path of curbing the arms race."‘
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Given the occupations and interests of many of the letter”s

signatories, they obviously are not as committed to disarmament as their

joint statement implies. Currently, the organizations headed by these

scientists are expanding development efforts in strategic offensive and

defensive weaponry. 25X1
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